RICHARDSON, Thomas (Tom) (1868- 1928)
TRADE UNIONIST AND LABOUR MP

Tom Richardsonwas born at Usworth, Co. Durham, on 6 June 1868, the son of Robert
Richardsona miner. He waseducatedat the UsworthBoard School,andstartedwork in the pits
attheageof eleven. In earlyadultlife he wasmadea checkweighmarmt WashingtonColliery, a
post he held until he entered Parliament in 1910.

Richardsonsoon beganto interesthimself in politics, trade unionism and local government.
He was electedto WashingtonSchool Board at the age of twenty-two, and was on the parish
council for six years; he was a member of Chester-le-StreeRDC for seventeenyears,
vice-chairmarof the Councilandof the Boardof Guardiandor threeyears,andchairmanof the
Highways Committeefor six years;and he servedfor sevenyearson Durham County Council,
where he was vice-chairmanof an educationsub-committee. He also servedon the Durham
Miners' executive and the Durham Coal Conciliation Board, and was vice-chairmanof the
Northumberland and Durham Miners' Permanent Relief Fund.

Tom Richardsorwas one of the pioneersof the Labour movementin the North East. He was
an early memberof the ILP and an active propagandistfor Socialism, trade unionism and
co-operation.He stoodasLabourcandidateor Whitehavenn the generalelectionof December
1910. Sponsoredy the ILP, he had the endorsemenbf the nationalexecutiveof the Labour
Party,andthe supportof the Lib-Labs. The large programmehe put beforethe electorsranged
from nationalisatiorof the minesthroughHome Rule for Irelandanda Women'sFranchiseBill
to Poor Law reform on the lines of the famousMinority Report. In a straightfight againstthe
sitting MP, a Tory, Richardsonwon, nearly doubling the Labour vote and becomingthe first
Labour MP for Whitehaven.

In the Househe doesnot seemto have spokenvery often, but in 1913 he strongly supported
thebill to nationalisehe mines. He wasa pacifistor atleastwasopposedo the War, andhewas
amemberof the ILP minority led by Keir Hardie. In 1915he askedquestionsn the Houseabout
thetreatmenibof COs,andin 1916he askedaboutthe seizureby the police of ILP pamphletsand
other literature held by branches of the [Hahsard, 82,18 May 1916].

In 1918 he stood again for Whitehaven,but his anti-war activities had now made him so
unpopularat this ‘Coupon’ electionthat he was mobbedat an open-airmeetingin Whitehaven
andhadto be escortedoy police to the houseof the Whitehavenminers'agent,which the crowd
then stormed and ransacked, without, however, finding him.

In 1919 Richardsondecidedto try to start a new careerin Canada. He took his family to
Vancouver,where he engagechimself in local Labour politics, andin 1920 stoodas a Labour
candidatgor VancouverCity in the provincial elections. Politically, however British Columbia
could hardly be calledradical or progressiveat that time, and the Governmentwon mostof the
seats. Oneway or another,Richardsordid not succeedn makinghis way in British Columbia.
Two daughtergeturnedhomewithin a yearor two. The elder son choseto remainin British
Columbia,wherehe wasengagedn a courseof study; but Richardsorhimself, his wife and his
younger son returned to England in 1924.



Richardsonwas by then fifty-six, his financial resourcesappearto have beenminimal, and he

foundit difficult to organisea way of life anythinglike his formerone. He did propagandavork

for labour causesandwas, for instanceusefulin many of the by-electionswhich took placein

the next few years. Latterly he becamea regular propagandisfor the London co-operative
movement. But this ratherexhaustingvork provedto be too muchfor his health. He developed
hearttrouble, and after a period of illness had finally to enter St Thomas'sHospital, where he

died on 22 October 1929.

Richardsonwas a devoutPrimitive Methodistand lay preacher(as was his friend J.W. Taylor,
MP, for whom he was electionagent). He was a brotherof W.P. Richardsontreasurerof the
MFGB from 1921to 1930. Tom Richardsonhad married Mary, daughterof JohnPurvison 6
Junel888,andtherewerethreesonsandthreedaughter®f the marriage. His wife survivedhim,
along with five of the children. The two eldestdaughterswere secretariesat the House of
Commonsof whom Nancewassecretanyto the Rev. HerbertDunnico,MP, first in Londonand
then at the United Nationsin Geneva. The third daughter,Mrs Williams, lives (1976)in Los
Angeles. Two of the sonshad careersn Canadapne of whomwasa lawyer, andthe third son
was a civil servantTom Richardsonwas buried at StreathamVale Cemeteryand left effects
valued at £30.
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See also: William Pallister RICHARDSON, John Wilkinson TAYLOR

Commentsfrom William P Richardson (great-nephew)

The date of his death stated above as 1929 is incorrect.

The biography of William Pallister RICHARDSON (brother of Tom) appears in DLB vol. 3.
The biography of John Wilkinson TAYLOR appears in DLB vol. 1.



